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June 2, 2003

Congressman Ron Paul Go?

U.S. Congress
203 Cannon HOR
Washington, DC 20515
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Dear Congressman Paul:

1 am writing to inform you about a structural problem in Medicare of which you
may be unaware and that [ belisve must be remedied, all the more so now that there are
rumors that Medicare, Part A, might be combined with Medicare, Part B.

In brizef, the problem to which I refer involves the requircment that a Medicare-
eligible individual enroll in Medicare, Part A as a condition of receiving Social Security
benefits to which he or she is entitled. In fact, the Socisl Security Administration has
combined the enrollment forms for the two programs, so that an application for Social
Security benefits to which one is entitled automarically entails enrollment in Medicare,
Part A.

I discovered this in June 2001 when I went with my husband to apply for nay
Social Security benefits. I made it quite ¢lear thar I would not enroll in Medicare, Part A
due to my objections to certain aspects of this program. (The objectionable aspects
include invasion of privacy and limitation of medical choice.) In response I was told that
I then could not receive the Social Security benefits to which 1 am otherwise entitled.

Further communijcation with CMS by myself and by the office of Senator
Kennedy on my behalf confirmed that CMS and the Secial Security Admimstration take
the position that “the Medicare program, Part A...[is] a benefit completely linked to the
monthly social security benefit for those age 65 or older...” Indeed I was sent a copy of
federal regulation  404.640 (eptitled “Withdrawal of an application”), which states that
anyone who enrolls in Medicare, Part A and then decides later to withdraw will have to
return all benefits received. (Another document I received states that this includes both
medical benefits and social security benefits.)

Upon receipt of a copy of the letier, dated Octoberl2, 2001, sent to Senator
Kennedy regarding my complaint, [ followed that letter’s suggestion that I make an
attempt to file “a restricted application for Social Security benefits,” This I did in a letter,
dated May 15, 2002, to the regional comrmissioner for Social Security, Manual Vaz.
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The response to my Jetter to Mr, Vaz came from the local (“ Social
Security office. In that letter, dated May 29, 2002, T was told that it was impassible to
make a restricted application. i.e., an “application for cash social security retitement
benefits only."

Thus 1 was left with no recourse. I could not appeal a denial of my “vestricted”
application, because I was not even permitted to make the application. Short of an
expensive lawsuit or an Act of Congress, there appears to be no remedy.

This is no trivial matter for me. I have now lost two years of Social Security
benefits. 1t is not clear when or if I will ever receive these benefits. All those with whom
I have discussed this problem, irrespective of their political persuasion, have been
shocked to hear about these regulations.

1 believe that 1 should be able to choose the medical arrangements [ prefer without
suffering the penalty that is being imposed. I ask that you 1o take steps to remedy this

situation. I shall be happy to supply documentation regarding the facts outlined above, if
you request it. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

7\

Name withheld for privacy.
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