The following form letter may be used for submitting comments to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) regarding the final federal medical privacy rule.  Feel free to use this form in its entirety or write your own letter using the same (or modified) language.  Also, please copy and share this form with others.  Comments must be received by March 30, 2001 by 5:00 pm.

(--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

___________________________ 





_____________, 2001

[Your name]








[Date]
___________________________ 







[Address]

___________________________ 

[City, State, Zip Code]

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Attention:  Privacy I, Room 801

Hubert H. Humphrey Building 

200 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC  20201

Dear Secretary Thompson:

I am writing to share my comments regarding the final federal medical privacy rule (Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information).  Following are my specific comments on specific sections of the rule:  

Sections 164.502 and 164.506:  I want to be the one to decide who can have access to my medical information—including my genetic information—for all purposes, including medical treatment, payment and health-care operations.  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the medical industry should not be making this decision for me.  Also, my consent should be voluntary; I should not be forced to forgo medical treatment because I won’t share my medical information with others (other than the doctors or other practitioners to whom I have given consent).

Section 160.310:  I strongly object to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services or any other governmental agency accessing my medical information without my consent or without a warrant.

Section 164.512:  I strongly object to third parties having access to my medical information (including genetic information) without my written, informed, noncoerced consent. 

Finally, I urgently request that HHS extend the public comment period to 180 days.  Thirty days is not enough time to inform many others about the new public comment period, especially the elderly and low-income persons who might not have access to a computer.

Sincerely,

____________________

[Your Name]

· No, do not post my personal information at HHS’ Web site or any other government Web site.

· Yes, you may post my personal information at HHS’ Web site.

